
 
 

CITY OF TACOMA 2021 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Together, We Will Change
The City hopes to work together in partnership with the Legislature to 
advance reforms that address the disparate impacts of systems and 
institutions on communities of color. As part of this, the City calls on the 
Legislature to advance criminal justice transformation policies to provide 
greater safety for communities that historically have not been well-
served by existing systems. The City finds the following reforms of great 
importance:  

• Ensure an independent investigation and prosecution occurs on incidents involving fatal use-of-force and deaths 
that occur in police custody.

• Revise the statewide standard for police use-of-force and establish a statewide database of police use of force 
incidents.

• Create a database to track police officer misconduct and removal.

• Reform the decertification process to improve oversight and accountability.

• Establish an officer duty to intervene and report misconduct or illegal activity.

• Prohibit officers from resigning in lieu of any investigation.

• Reform the arbitration process to enhance the ability for agencies to dismiss officers who are not helpful to the 
agency’s mission or betray the public’s trust.

• Enable local jurisdictions to effectively deploy body and dash cameras.

• Reform the decertification process to improve oversight and accountability.
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The City is taking immediate action to implement local transformation and asks that statewide solutions honor  
stronger and more robust local policies.



AFFORDABLE HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS  

Responding to the COVID-19 Pandemic as Partners 
All levels of government must work together to find solutions to the budgetary challenges exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  As the Legislature grapples with how to address the state revenue shortfall, the City encourages 
and supports the state in identifying progressive revenue sources. The City asks that cuts are not made to revenues 
shared with local governments, and that the State consider revenue replacement and/or revenue tools for local 
agencies facing significant shortfalls.

Northwest ICE Processing Center    
The City shares concerns expressed by the Tacoma community for the health, safety, and welfare of detainees held 
in the Northwest ICE Processing Center, a privately owned and operated immigration detention facility. The City 
has called for the release of everyone and the closure of business at the NWDC due to public health risk during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  In addition to pushing for changes to federal immigration policy, the City supports efforts at the 
state level to eliminate privately operated detention centers as an immigration enforcement option in Washington 
State. If elimination of these facilities is not possible, the City supports intermediary efforts to bring transparency, 
accountability, and the protection from disease outbreak of all detained in the facility. 

The City adopted an Affordable 

Housing Action Strategy that has 

an ambitious goal of creating 

6,000 new units of affordable 

housing by 2028. The City 

remains highly concerned for 

the housing stability of our 

residents, especially throughout 

the COVID-19 pandemic. The City 

requests: 

• Foreclosure and eviction prevention, including funding for 
mortgage, rental, and utility assistance

• Local option funding tools dedicated to affordable housing

• Flexibility to utilize mental health sales tax revenues for capital 
purposes and for existing programs so that service providers can 
achieve the desired community outcomes

• Ensure that reforms to the multi-family property tax exemption 
(MFTE) incentivizes increased housing units in the urban core

• State funding for affordable housing projects, including fully 
funding the state Housing Trust Fund and allocating state 
matching funds for local housing trust funds



TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENTS
The City encourages the Legislature to adopt a transportation revenue 

package to ensure on-time delivery of projects funded in Connecting 

Washington, and to make much needed investments in transportation. 

The City encourages the Legislature to identify stable revenue sources 

that recognize the impact of the transportation system on climate 

change. Below are the City’s transportation priorities:  

LINKS TO OPPORTUNITY PROJECT 
The City requests $3 million in funding for the Links to Opportunity project  
welcome the Tacoma Link to the Hilltop neighborhood. This project was  
developed after a lengthy community involvement process with the Hilltop 
community, identifying improvements to Hilltop to ensure the neighborhood is 
safe and accessible as Link light rail is extended. The Hilltop neighborhood is one 
of Tacoma’s oldest historically Black neighborhoods that has been underserved 
by public and private investment. These improvements would include lighting, 
street furniture, art from local artists, and bike/pedestrian access.  The total cost 
of the project is $10.3 million – the project is fully funded apart from the $3 million 
requested.

• On-time delivery of key regional investments, including the extension of light rail from Federal Way to Tacoma and 
the completion of the Puget Sound Gateway (SR 509/167).

• Local funding and/or enhanced local option tools for cities to meet local street maintenance needs.  The City’s 
street maintenance backlog for pavement alone is approximately four times the size of its annual budget.

• $180 million to complete the replacement of Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge, a deteriorating bridge that provides 
access to the west side of the Port of Tacoma. The new bridge will improve safety, freight movement, bicycle and 
pedestrian access, and fish habitat.

• $9 million as a state match to the Puyallup Avenue Complete Streets Project to better accommodate vehicles, 
freight, bicycles, pedestrian, and transit.

• Funding for HOV lanes on I-5 from 38th to Joint Base Lewis McChord to provide a completed HOV system through 
Tacoma.

• $650,000 to complete phase two of an access revision report to improve access from I-5 into the Tacoma Mall 
subarea, envisioned to become an urban center for housing and mixed-use development.

• Funding for trail investments, including the SR 167 Tacoma-Puyallup Trail, Prairie Line Trail, and Schuster Parkway 
Promenade.



TACOMA POWER 
Carbon reduction policies: Washington lawmakers have indicated that 
they will continue to focus on legislative solutions aimed at decarbonizing 
Washington State’s economy. TPU will actively engage in and seek to support 
proposals that decarbonize the economy at reasonable costs to customers 
and that appropriately acknowledge and credit hydropower as a carbon-free 
generating resource and align with existing and emerging regional organized 
markets.  
 
Support investment in electric transportation infrastructure and 
programs that advance the development of clean fuels: TPU will support 
additional funding for electric transportation infrastructure and programs 
that advance the development and production of clean fuels. 

Support equal treatment of hydropower: Tacoma Power customers have 
invested in renewable, carbon-free hydroelectric generating facilities for 
decades. These facilities will continue to require significant reinvestment to 
ensure their future safe and reliable operation. During the 2019 Legislative 
Session, other renewable generating resources were given special tax 
treatment. TPU will continue to advocate for consistent tax treatment or 
alternative approaches that support equal treatment of all renewable, 
carbon-free resources. 

TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES

TACOMA WATER 
Support the Public Works Trust Fund: More than 6.2 million Washington State residents, 85 
percent of the state’s population, get their drinking water from public water systems. Nationally, 
$472 billion needs to be invested over the next 20 years to support a resilient system and keep up 
with aging water infrastructure. The Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF) is a crucial funding program 
for many communities around our state providing low-interest loans to help maintain vital public 
infrastructure.  TPU supports public water systems and city partners in their request to fully restore 
and protect existing funding of the PWTF.

TACOMA RAIL 
Support Loan Request for East End Locomotive Facility and 
Track Maintenance: The State of Washington administers both 
a grant program and a loan program designed to support freight 
rail capital needs. Tacoma Rail has applied for three projects 
under the Freight Rail Infrastructure Bank (Loan Program). 
If awarded, the funds would be used to help update the East 
End Locomotive Facility as well as proactively rehabilitate two 
segments of our track. 


